
Attachment 1 
Description of the proposed changes to the Vacation Rental Ordinance. 

 

1. Require an amendment to an existing vacation rental permit by a permit holder for a proposal to add a 

bedroom or bedrooms or for a proposal to demolish and rebuild a structure that would increase the size of 

the existing vacation rental for which a permit was issued by more than 50 percent. 

 

2. Require the submittal by a permit holder a picture of the required posted sign with contact person 

information by the permit holder, as a condition of a new vacation rental permit or permit renewal. 

 

3. Require that beginning on January 1, 2015, contact person information shall be submitted by a permit 

holder to the Auditor-Controller-Treasurer-Tax Collector for a new vacation rental permit or permit 

renewal.   

 

4. Require that the Planning Department shall maintain a publicly accessible internet list of the vacation 

rental contact person(s) as submitted by permit holders. 

 

5. Require that proof of mailing of contact person information to required recipients shall be submitted by a 

permit holder to the Planning Department. 

 

6. Require that vacation rental signs shall be continuously posted and maintained by a permit holder while 

the property is used as a vacation rental. 

  

7. Expand what is considered to a be significant violation of the vacation rental ordinance by a permit holder 

to include false or misleading information on an application, violations of health regulations, delinquency 

in payment of transient occupancy taxes, non-responsive management, failure to maintain signage as 

required, and verified complaints of noise or other disturbances. 

 

8. Provide that if a permit is not renewed by a permit holder, when required, or is revoked based on a 

violation, then no vacation rental permit shall be approved for that permit holder for a minimum of two 

years following the non-renewal or permit revocation. 

 

9. Add to the definition of vacation rental and to the ordinance to include that “vacation rental” shall mean 

the entire dwelling unit and does not include the transient rental of individual rooms only by a permit 

holder in a dwelling unit and that the owner/operator/contact person does not live in the dwelling unit 

while it is rented for use as a vacation rental. 

 

10. Apply the vacation rental regulations of the Live Oak Designated Area (LODA) to the portion of the 

Seacliff/Aptos area to be known as the Seacliff/Aptos Designated Area (SADA).  The following 

regulations would apply to the SADA:   

a. If currently-permitted vacation rentals on the same block total 20 percent or more of the total parcels 

on that block, no new vacation rentals shall be permitted.  (Higher percentages may be recommended 

by staff for consideration by the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors for streets or 

portions of streets that are right on the beach and/or already have vacation rentals that significantly 

exceed the 20 percent limit. These streets include Pot Belly Beach Road; Las Olas Drive; Beach 

Drive; the portion of Rio del Mar Blvd. from the Rio del Mar flats to its intersection with Kingsbury 

Drive, Cliff Drive, and Beach Villa Lane; and Via Gaviota.) 

b. No more than 15 percent of all parcels in the SADA may contain vacation rentals.   

c. No vacation rental permit shall be valid for more than 5 years, but may be renewed.  For the SADA, 

this would mean that not only future vacation rental permits, but also existing vacation rental 

permits would need to be renewed every 5 years.  For existing vacation rental permits, the 5 year 

permit would begin on January 1, 2015, at the earliest, and the first renewal would be required by 

January 1, 2020, at the earliest. 

 

11. Clarify that vacation rental permits issued for permit holders with units located outside of the LODA and 

SADA do not expire unless the unit is not used as a vacation rental for three years out of any consecutive 

five year period, such that the unit would be considered to have ceased to be used as a vacation rental and 

would therefore no longer be considered a vacation rental. 


